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Background:  The climbing here started relatively late and development has 
been fairly slow until a recent resurgence by led by Snort. 
 
Weather: The amphitheatre comes into the sun at mid morning or mid day 
depending on the time of year. It is best to climb on relatively cool days in 
summer. Try to be well up your intended route before the rock heats up too much. 
Super early starts are not uncommon. 
  
Access Issues: Officially biviying is not allowed. You also need to obtain a 
permit from authorities in order to climb here. There is no water at the base so this 
makes for heavy bags. Despite this Yellowwood amp has seen a bit of a revival 
recently. 
 
How to get there:  
 
By Car: Drive along the N1 into Du Toits kloof. Once through the Huguenot 
tunnel you pass the “Du Toits Kloof Resort” on the left. 3 km on you will cross 
the Klip River. Another 1 km on there is a turn off to your left into a dirt farm 
road (4 km from the resort). Do not park in front of the gate! 1h (80 km) from 
Cape Town. 
 
By foot: Cross the highway and walk back towards Cape Town for 500 m. After 
climbing over the fence, head up the slope towards a large boulder and on past the 
largest pylon. Stay on the slope on the right for awhile until a vague path can be 
found leading up into the ravine and forest. Up the scree to the base of the wall. 
2,5h 
 
Routes:  
 
A: Blood is Sweater than Honey ‘22’ ** 
FA: P. Schlodfeldt, D. Shewell 1988 
There has been much confusion as to the exact line of the bottom half of this 
route. I believe what I have described here is fairly true to the original. 
 
B: Prime Time ’23’ *** 
FA: L. Rust, L. Turner 2004 
FFA: L. Rust, T. Dick 2004 
Many sustained and challenging pitches offer the prime line up the centre of the 
wall.  
 
C: Time Warp ‘20’ * (Not described here) 
FA: D. Cheesmond, T. Dick 1977 
FFA: C. Lomax, K. Smith 1982 

“With all the characteristics of an old Mamacos route this climb should have been 
done in 1950, but somehow missed the attention it deserved.” D Cheesmond in his 
50 Selected Classics 1979 
 
D: Armageddon Time ‘23’ *** 
FA: R. Suter, G. Morton, J. Fisher 1987 
Undoubtedly the best country type route in the Cape. 
 
E: Smalblaar Ridge ‘15’ ** 
FA: R. Davies, J de Villiers- Graaf, M. P. Mamacos, F. Villa 1953 
A sensational knife edge. 
 
F: No More Bells ‘19’ *** 
FA: D. Davies, A. Ross 1992 
Superb rock and challenging climbing. 
 
Descent:  
 Traverse to the first gully to the right of the Amp. Squeeze past a boulder to enter 
this and down via three short abseils. Traverse towards the amp on a green, grassy 
ledge with an overhanging wall above it. Scramble down a gully to the next level. 
Traverse past a square boulder to a large gendarme at the base of Smalblaar 
Ridge. A ledge will take you to the base of the wall. 
 
Other useful info: Mobile phone reception is good.  
Du Toits Kloof Guide MCSA 1985, MCSA Journal 1987and a guide soon to be 
released by Charles Edelstein.  
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